By KisHORE MAHBUBANI

DEMOCRACY can bé rnagi-
cal. When it works well, the
wishes of the electorate can

express the soul of the nafion.
Axnievica Has dogie Bis by whit-

tling the presidential cam-
paign dowri o threg candi
dates; each ofwhor express-
ss different mainsireasnas-
. petts of the Amprican soul.

 Buch of the world e
tizved that sxivemists Hls Ry~
dolph Gigliantand populi
like John Bdwards Dy &
eliminated, '

Barack Gbanmy

Bar ; gclge o)l
other pations arcund the

globe can live with. Bach rep-
resents an aspect of the Araeri-
can soul that has worked well
in veabms of forelgn policy,

MY McCalsi réprasents the
past. But what a glovious past
it has been.

America has done mors
gond in the past five decades
than any other nation, Af the
end of World War I, when
Arperica was st the peak of ifs
povwer, it rejected the Ewrope-
an impulse o colonise and
deminate. Instead it chose to
work towards Hberating much
of the world, delivering politi-
cal freedem fo billions, 1t

Jlapnched a rules<based world -0

otder that enabled dations 10
emerge and prosper ~ from Ja-
pan and Germany in eatlier
decades to China and Indiy
more recently.

Without the open trading
systam America engineered
with the General Agreement
on Taritfs and Trade, the pre-
cursor to the World Trade Gr-
ganisation, Past Asia could
nol have succeeded. This
Arnerican-destgned world or-
der has delivered more peace
and progperity than the Buro-
pean period of global domina-
tion of previcus centuries,

Wy MeCain, rather than

President George W. Bush,”

symbolizes this glorious past.
His commitment to honout
and decency and his heliof
that America must remain a
moral beacon remind the
world how good America
OIOE Was.

His steadlast opposition {0

veness of how much the

Arsatmentiol human pights 4
Sues hag damaged Admeric
standing in
its free mbdia; tew Americans
are aware that Aunnesty Inter-
national has described Guan-
tanamo as “the gulag of owr
time™. The moral authority
America lost through its use
of torture in Guantanamo and
i the Abu Ghraib prison scan-
dal was far more precious
than the scarce inisiligence
that torture has provided. Vir-
tually all intelligence experts
know that torture does not
work. Mr McCain knows this
personally. He was tortured
as a prisoner of the North Viet-
NAMEsE.

He also undersiands what
“regponsibility” means. To ar-
gue against “ditch and ron in
iraq” may win him few votes
in America but moch support
putside the US. T he is elect-
ed, the world will hope for an
era where Americs regains
the respect it once enjoyed.

Wirs Clinton represents the..

present. Many Americans still
remember My Bill Clinton’s

admdnistration as one of the

happier chapters of recent UB

history. The end of the Cold

War produced a-huge sigh of

velief that nuclear terror had:

finally ended, explaining

why, in Amerioay memorios,:
par to beoas

the 19905 a%}
gweet patch of bistory.

wse of forture shows. his - -

Bush adminisiration’scavalier. -

he world,: Despite

competence o
©pministyation.

ELR T % T of S o LEE L L T PO N TR N £ N - Yop B B R ST SRR

My Clinton made some for-

eign. policy mistakes, from

Rwands to Bosnia. But he o

frodtced “fiscal discipling;

kept the global economy

~growing and oversaw a stable
world order. The Amserican’

nostalg ia.fcf‘ this era ig f.mda:;»-
gtandable. Similar nostalgis &

Calsofound in the vest of the

wogkd, Hence, Mis Clinton’s

nessage of “experienta” reso-

“pates with many outside
“America. The competence of
Cthe Clinton  administration

wponirasts sh-arip}y with. the s
the Bugh 43 ad-

"1t i fair to compare the

. happy Clinton. era with the
nightmarish Bush era, Boih

G111 and the folly of the Trag

“War have made Americans
fest more insecure. My Bush

deserves a large part of the
blame for this. But Csama bin

. Laden began planning the at-

tacks long before Mr Bush

s elected. In his own way,
Sy Clinton was also aslesp
while new forces were brew-
“ing. He had a golden opporti-

nify to fashion z new worldor
der when the Cold War end-
ed. He failed {0 ssize il

ry 'wfaeré

Hence, despite Mrs Clinton’s
experience, few outside Amer-

iga believe that she can recre-

ate the happy 1990z unless
she understands how much
the world has changed.

The powerful economic re-
sargence of Asla and the new
peaks of anti-Americanism in
the Islamic world are new fore-
eg the LS has to deal with
The world has changed dra-
matically since Mr Clinton left
office. Sadly, Mrs Clinton’s
rhetoric seldom mentions
these new realifies.

This is why many outside

+ +:Obamg. He. re’gm{gsen%% the fu-

ture, : R .
More than any other presi-
dential candidate in recent his-
tory, he has a uzﬁ%ue capacity
to listen to otbher volces
around the world, perbaps in
part because he lived outside
America-as s child (and may
well become the first Ameri
can Fresident with some
knowledge of Bahasa Indone-
sia, which he learned in his
childhood in Tndonesial.

Tis Foreign Affairs essay
reveals this capacity to sten:

“In the case of Europe, we
dismiszed Bujopean reserva-
fions abkout the wisdom and
nécessity of the Irag War. In
Asla, we belitiled South Eore-
an efforts to improve rela-
tions with the North, In Latin
America...we failed to ade-
quately address concemns
about immigration and equity
and econontic growth. In Afrl-
ca, we have allowed genocide
o %ersis{ for over four years
inn Darfur and have not done
nearly enough to answer the
Adrican Union’s call for more
support to stop the killing.”

5 we move {rom a mo-
no-civilisational world of
Western domination to a mul-
ti-civilisational world, the
world ameeds an American
prastdent who understands in-

tuitively - and intellectually

that we are dealing with a
new phase of human history,
America must learn to listen
to new voices. Mr Obama can
teach it how to do that,

His election would also de-
stroy immediately hall of the
massive anti-Americanism in
the world. Having travelled to
ail corners of the globe, L have
first-hand experience of how
different regions think,

Africans will celebrate.
The sight of a son of ap Afri
can father ocoupying the most
powerful office in the world
will boost their self-esteem
and give them hope that Afri-
cans too can sticceed. The 1.2
billion Muslis will also mar-
vel that American sotiety
elected a Chyistian with “Hus-
sein” as a middle name de-
spite right-wing efforts to sug-
gest that he might be Mustim.

The support for Mr Obama
comes not just from the poor
and the dispossessed. An Indi-
#n billicnaire aléo-asked me fo
root for Mr Obama. He said:
“With Obama, what you see
ig what you get, With Hillary,
you gel g new mask every
d&};'??

Mr Obama’s authenficily
has clearly siruck a positive
chord outside America.. He
has convinced-many “Ameri-
cans that the time for
“change” has come; and 337
pillion Asians know that
change has already come for
them. The Agian century has
begun. At no time in recent
centuries have young Asians
heen more optimistic about
thelr future. Tgey are looking
for an optimistic young Amerl-
can to connect with, My
Obama could not have come
af a better time.

American leaders will have
1o surf new waves of history.
Caly Mr Obama seems to
have this surfing agllity. If the
world could vote, most would
vote for kim. Former United
Nations secrefary-general
Kofi Anpan spoke for many -
recently when he said “1°
think an Obama presidency
would be inspirational, an in-
credible development in the
world.”

The writer is Dean of Hhe Lee Kuan
Yow Schonl of Pyublic Policy, HUS,
His latest ook, The New Asian
Homisphere: The hresistible Shif
fif Global Power To The East,
appeared 1ast month.
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