»ON MAHBUBANT'S LATEST BOOK

"By ALFRED BALITZER
me The Straits Tines

.PR{)FEESOR Kishme Mahbuba--

ni; Dean of the Lee Kuan Yew
School of Public Policy at the Na-
tional University of Singapore,
has. been busy in the United

Siates promoting his new book: .
on television shows, the lschwe™

citedit and blogs and in op-ed
‘pECEs.

" Provocatively - sntitled The
IMéw Asian Heinisphete: The Irre-
sistible Shift Of Power To The
Hast; the book asierts that Asta is
rising as the new force in the
world a1 the éxpense of the
West,. particularly the United
States, which Is sinking.

. MY response is: Not so fast,

Prof Mahbubani!

" Predicting inevitabilities is al-
ways risky, Prof Mabbubani's ar-
gument recalls the 1980s argu-
menis about “Asian Values” —
that they were responsible for
the Asian economic miracles and
that they were superior to
so-called Western values, espe-
cially American values. That ar-
gument died a quiet death with
the 1997-98 Asian financial cri-

Sipce the Reagan administra-
ilon, the US, a two-ocean nation,
has been making progress in rec-
ognising the mportance of Asia
a8 a partner for prosperity, secu-
rity and peace. It would be falr
fo note that Irag has sucked the
air cut of most other American
forgign polcy interssts.

Irag, however, cannot derail
the fact that the US is a Pacific
power, sharing this greal ocean
with other nations thal have
been drawn cleser by modern
communications. As part of s re-
sponsibilities as a Pacific power,
the 15 has a vast naval presence
in the Pacific. Mone of the rising
powers of Asia, mcluding China,
is likely to match that power
SOOI

Americans weélcome Asia’s ris-
ing economic power. The stand-
ard of living of millions of people
will be improved. But though
£conomic power 15 a key mdmam
tor of a nation or vegion’s
strength, if does not franslate an-
mmu’tical}y into military. politi-
cal oy moral power. .

Te cite an example: When
President George W, Bush called
2 conference i Annapolis last

year to discuss t
tinian conflict, a
the world sought admission.
" Thesaine would not have hap-

2 pened if Chinese or Indian lead-

ers called a conference on some
global issue,

Contrary to what Prof Mahbu-
bani suggests, there is no simple

- contiestion: between economic

power and military power. The
former Soviet Union was a super-
power, but i had a Third World
ECOROINY.

Proclaiming the decline of the
West is a cottage industry. The
prolific dean did not credte this
industry. That honour belongs to
Dswald Spengler’s Decline Of
The West, which appeared in
1918 The corrupting material-
ism of the West, Spengler ar-
gued, would cause ifs decline. By
contrast, Prof Mabbubani savs
the West will decline because it
is not materialistic enough. _

American elites have recently
proclaimed a renswal of hope
with the success of Mr Batick
Obama in the Democratic pres
dential race. Surprisingly, Prof

Mahbubani too has embraced My -

Obama’s call for “change”. But
he fails 1tc m@nti{m that
Ohama-sivle change would
mean greater influence for organ-
ised labour and more barriers to
the free flow of trade between
the US and Astan nations.

FProf Mahbubani is concerned
about growing American protec-
Horism — and s¢ am 1. Protection-
ism s the other side of the coin
from isolationizm. That is a posi-
tion Americans feel far more
comfortable with than engage-
ment, internativnalism and glo-
balism.

Prof Mahbubani argues for
chianges in the International Mon-
etary Fund, the World Bank and
the United Nations to give Asiaa
greater Yole in these organisa-
tions, Fam sure that 1 speak for

‘most of my countrymen when 1

sy Go for it!
Given the freguency with

which Americans recite the man-

tra “Get the UN out of the US
and get the US out of the UN”,
there would be little objection if
the UM, the IMF and World
Bank were moved to Beljing or
Delhi. As Americans pay the larg-

- er share’ of the operations of

these organisations, they would
warmily sufrender, as would [
the responsibility of paving loy

s of
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Prof Mahbubam {abmfe} is ﬂghtﬁz Ey grmud ﬁf'
the economic advances made by China, india
and Asean. He is also correct that Asia should -
receive greater attention from the US and

that Asian nations should play a greater role

in international bodies. But he is wrong, dﬁa_
wrong, in making this a case of who is mmg

and who is decli mmg

them to the new Asian ﬁc{)ﬂ{}HﬂL
SUPeTPOWELS.

Prof Mahbubani is mghtf{ﬁiy
proud of the economic advanées
made by China,
Aseah.

E.
rolesin international badzes Bt
he is wrong, dead Wreﬁg, in mai«:
ing this a case of wh ;
and who is declining
kind of one-upmunship

T _tim
“doses

_nothing to advance cogperation

and understanding bet‘wa}eﬂ -
tiens. :

Pérhaps the 21st sentu%y mli’

india. and
He is also gorrect that
= Agia sheuld recelve greatet
- tioik froin the US and that A
“nations should play a grel

our tax dollars.
“thrust into a global role a5 a mat-

be the Asian century — although
that history has yel to be writ-
ten. As for Amencans, we were
never particularly covetous of |
paying for a pax Americana with
The US. was

ter of necessity, not of thoice,

i or when the U% uld fall
from first place - a k
has also et to be writte
icans will not be tmubied."What
Prof Mahbubani seé 452 cofipe-
tition just doesn’t speak o the
core of how Americans under-
stand their .ﬂ&tlfmal identity and
mssion, i
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