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Mahbubani's provocative previous work, Can Asians Think? (2002), pressed Westerners to 
reexamine their ignorance of the East and earned its diplomat-scholar author comparisons to 
Arnold Toynbee and even Max Weber. His latest book expounds an essentially similar 
thesis, packaged to draw American readers to Asia by way of post-9/11 concern about the 
image of the U.S. abroad. The U.S. has done more good for the world than any other 
civilization, Mahbubani exuberates, his credibility bolstered by years spent in New York as 
Singapore's ambassador to the UN. But the U.S. has harmed the world, he continues, by 
opportunistically shirking the expectations the rest of the world hopes it will live up to, as 
evidenced by Afghanistan's jilted mujahadin, but especially by fickle fiscal policies toward 
Thailand and Indonesia during the recent Asian financial crisis. Mahbubani's obligatory 
discussion of the U.S. and Islam is eclipsed by his astute analysis of Chinese-American 
relations; less alarmist than most tellers of tales of sleeping dragons, he nevertheless credits 
the Chinese for patiently and profitably strategizing their way through decades of American 
mixed messages. Pragmatic tough love for the new century.  
 
-Brendan Driscoll   
 


