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Th e U.S. Pr esidentia l election  m ay  be th e m ost u n dem ocr atic in  th e w or ld. Only  som e 1 2 6

m illion  A m er ican s v ote, y et  th e r esu lt  is felt  by  6 .6  billion  people. Indeed, in  som e w ay s it

m atter s ev en  m or e to non-A m er icans. Th e pr esident is constr a ined dom estica lly  by  m any

constitu tional ch ecks and ba lances, bu t  th is is far  less tr u e in  for eign  a ffa ir s.

Nev er th eless, th e w or ld h as y et  to pick its fav or ite. It  is clea r , h ow ev er , w h ose election  w ou ld

h av e th e m ost  dr am atic effect: Bar ack Obam a's. In  one fell sw oop, an  Obam a v ictor y  w ou ld

elim in ate a t  least  h a lf th e m assiv e anti-A m er icanism  now  felt  ar ou nd th e w or ld. Eigh t

h u ndr ed m illion  A fr icans w ou ld get  a  tr em endou s boost  to th eir  self-esteem  and cu ltu r a l

pr ide. A  son  of th eir  soil w ou ld, for  th e fir st  t im e, occu py  th e Wh ite Hou se, and m an y  w ou ld

w h isper , appr ov ing ly , "Only  in  A m er ica ."

Obam a is n ot a  Mu slim , bu t th e 1 .2  billion

Mu slim s ar ou nd th e w or ld w ou ld take gr eat

inter est  in  h is m iddle nam e: Hu ssein . In deed,

th e election  of "H" w ou ld im m ediately  u ndo

m u ch  of th e dam age "W" h as w r ou gh t. W

pu sh ed h ar d for  th e dem ocr atization  of th e

Islam ic w or ld, bu t H's election  w ou ld

accom plish  far  m or e. You ng Mu slim s w ou ld

qu ickly  star t  asking  w h y  A m er ica  can  elect  a

y ou ng Hu ssein  w h en  th eir  ow n states a r e

stu ck w ith  aging, v isionless leader s. Oba m a

h as sa id th at  "th e Un ited States is seen  as

ar r ogant an d a loof" an d th at  "th e w or ld w ill

w or k w ith —not aga inst—U.S. pow er  if it  is pu t

to pr incipled u se an d dir ected tow ar ds

com m on  goa ls." Wer e h e to im plem en t th is th in king  as pr esident, th e w or ld w ou ld becom e a

m u ch  h appier  place.

Of cou r se, n ot ev er y on e w ou ld be ov er joy ed. Th e Eu r opeans w ou ld be th e m ost cy nica l.  For

ages, th ey 'v e believ ed th at  th e w or ld pa y s th e pr ice for  A m er ican  inexper ience, an d m any

w ou ld th u s r a th er  Hillar y  Clinton  becam e pr esident (and th ey 'd be h appy  to accept Bill as

par t  of th e package). Sh e is car efu l,  cold and ca lcu lating; Eu r opeans like th at. Sh e w ou ld a lso
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be w ell r eceiv ed by  Latin  A m er ican s, w h o still lov e Bill an d w h o w ou ld n ote th e inter estin g

par a llel w ith  A r gen tina  and th e Kir ch n er s.

It  is h ar der  to an ticipate th e r eactions of th e new  r ising  pow er s: Ch ina  and In dia .  For  both

states th e stakes ar e h igh , since th e United States can  facilita te (or  h inder ) th eir  r etu r n  to

gr eat-pow er  sta tu s. It 's n o w on der  th at  both  h av e long  since dev eloped a  soph isticated feel for

th e U.S. elector a l pr ocess. Way  back in  1 9 7 2 , Ch inese Pr im e Minister  Zh ou  En la i r eceiv ed a

y ou ng Oxfor d stu dent, Ben azir  Bh u tto, in  Beijing . Zh ou , th e lifelon g  Mar xist ,  asked th e

Wester nized Bh u tto abou t th e McGov er n -Nixon  r ace. Sh e con fidently  pr edicted a  McGov er n

v ictor y . Zh ou  r eplied by  g iv ing  a  com pr eh ensiv e, sta te-by -sta te an aly sis th at  pr ov ed Nixon

w ou ld w in . He w as dead r igh t, of cou r se.

For  differ en t r eason s, both  Ch ina  and In dia  h av e com e to appr ecia te th e v ir tu es of Repu blican

pr esiden ts, w h o ten d to be m or e pr edicta ble. Repu blicans a lso tr aditionally  fav or  r ea lism  in

geopolit ics an d su ppor t  fr ee tr ade. Bu sh  m ay  be u npopu lar  in  A m er ica , bu t h e is belov ed in

India , m or e so ev en  th an  Bill Clinton . Th is is ow ing  to th e U.S.-In dia  nu clear  dea l,  a  pow er fu l

g ift  th at  leg it im izes New  Delh i's nu clear  and gr eat-pow er  sta tu s.

Th at sa id, Ch ina  an d In dia  ar e u n likely  to fav or  th e cu r r en t Repu blican  fr ont r u nner s. Th eir

qu iet  pr efer en ce m a y  be for  Joh n McCain , w h o is by  far  th e m ost exper ienced, is w idely

tr av eled and know s th e w or ld w ell.  McCain 's for eign-policy  a dv iser s ar e a lso decidedly

centr ist .  It  w ill be a  su r pr ise if h e w ins, bu t h e w ill not  pu ll a ny  su r pr ises if h e does.

Mike Hu ckabee and Mitt  Rom ney , on  th e oth er  h an d, h old u n know n v iew s. A nd th e w or ld

m ay  not be r eady  for  a  Sou th er n  pr each er . A s for  Ru dy  Giu lian i, h is r elentless focu s on  9 /1 1

an d h is pr eoccu pation  w ith  th e danger s of th e w or ld sh ow  h im  to be fr igh tening ly  ou t of

tou ch . Th e w or ld is not, in  fact ,  becom in g a  m or e danger ou s place; as I docu m en t in  m y  new

book, th e m ar ch  to m oder nity  is cr eating  n ew  A sian  m iddle classes in  th e h u ndr eds of

m illions w h o ar e r esponsible stakeh older s and w ant to join  A m er ica  in  cr eatin g  a  m or e

peacefu l and stable w or ld or der .

Unfor tu n ately , ev en  as th e w or ld is becom in g m or e pr edicta ble, A m er ica  is becom in g less so.

It  h as one of th e least  in for m ed popu lations on  th e plan et, an d th e qu ality  of th e pr esiden tia l

debates on  g lobal issu es h as been  appalling . Bh u tto's death  pr ov ided th e candida tes an

oppor tu n ity  to dem onstr ate th eir  sta tesm an sh ip tow ar d a  piv ota l cou ntr y . Bu t th ey  a ll fa iled

th is test ,  r esor ting  to gr andstanding  instead. Hillar y  Clinton, for  exam ple, declar ed h er

longstanding  fr iendsh ip w ith  Benazir  bu t fa iled to m en tion  Bh u tto's m any  flaw s. Bill

Rich ar dson  excor ia ted Pr esident Per v ez Mu sh ar r af and ca lled for  th e elim in ation  of U.S. a id to

Pakistan , bu t fa iled to m ention  th at  Pakistan 's long  m ilitar y  r u le w as a  dir ect  r esu lt  of U.S.

su ppor t. Su ch  sta tem ents betr ay ed an  appar ent fa ilu r e to gr a sp th e com plex ity  of th e w or ld.

By  and lar ge, th e ca ndidates h av e w asted th e oppor tu n ity  to pr ov ide new  intellectu a l and

polit ica l leader sh ip to A m er ica  an d th e w or ld. Th is is pr oba bly  th e gr eatest  tr agedy  of th e

r ace. Th er e h as n ev er  been  a  gr eater  need for  new  U.S. leader sh ip, y et  th e candidates offer

litt le h ope th at  th is w ill com e an y  t im e soon.
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