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There is a fundamental flaw in the West's strategic thinking. In all its analyses
of global challenges, the West assumes that it is the source of the solutions to
the world's key problems. In fact, however, the West is also a major source of
these problems. Unless key Western policymakers learn to understand and
deal with this reality, the world is headed for an even more troubled phase.

The West is understandably reluctant to accept that the era of its domination
is ending and that the Asian century has come. No civilization cedes power
easily, and the West's resistance to giving up control of key global institutions
and processes is natural. Yet the West is engaging in an extraordinary act of
self-deception by believing that it is open to change. In fact, the West has
become the most powerful force preventing the emergence of a new wave of
history, clinging to its privileged position in key global forums, such as the UN
Security Council, the International Monetary Fund, the World Bank, and the
G-8 (the group of highly industrialized states), and refusing to contemplate
how the West will have to adjust to the Asian century.

Partly as a result of its growing insecurity, the West has also become
increasingly incompetent in its handling of key global problems. Many
Western commentators can readily identify specific failures, such as the Bush
administration's botched invasion and occupation of Iraq. But few can see that
this reflects a deeper structural problem: the West's inability to see that the
world has entered a new era.
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