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Teh r an  is th e n ew  Sh an gh ai.

A ll of A sia  is aw ash  in  a  sea  of m oder nity . Th e m ar ch  to m oder nity
lau nch ed by  Japan  du r ing  th e 1 86 0s as par t  of th e Meiji Restor ation  h as
fina lly  cr ossed Ch in a , Sou th east  A sia , a nd India  to r each  West A sia . Th e
fastest-gr ow in g econ om ies in  th e w or ld a r e fou nd in  th e r egion  fr om
Teh r an  to Toky o. Tr ade flow s ar e m assiv e. Bor der s ar e open. A
m u ch -h er a lded au tom obile r ace fr om  Teh r an  to Toky o pr oceeds v ia  Kabu l
an d Kar ach i, nor th  acr oss Kar akor am  h igh w ay  to Ur u m qi, fina lly
r each ing  Beijing  an d Py ongy an g an d cr ossin g  to Toky o. A s com petitor s
speed acr oss th is v ast  r egion , th ey  v iew  a  landscape r u led by  peace and
pr osper ity .

Th e A r ab w or ld too is aw ash  in  m oder n ity . Th e King  A bdu llah  Univ er sity
of Science an d Tech n ology , fou nded in  Sa u di A r abia  in  2 009 , h as th e
lar gest  R&D bu dget in  th e w or ld. You ng  A r abs ar e th e w or ld’s m ost
optim istic y ou th , ex cited abou t th eir  fu tu r es. Man y  v isit  th e gr eat
exh ibit ions in  Bagh dad and Dam ascu s to lear n  h ow  th e m agic of th e gr eat
ca liph ates is being  r estor ed.

Du r in g  th e la te 2 0th  centu r y , m an y  Wester n  exper ts pr edicted contentiou s
geopolit ica l r iv a lr ies betw een  th e r ising  A sian  pow er s, especia lly  betw een
Ch ina  and Japan  or  Ch ina  and India . In stead, th e gr eat  A sia n  cu ltu r a l
r enaissance now  r em inds A sian  societies th at  th ey  w er e a ll par t  of one
cu ltu r e befor e Wester n  colonization  div ided th e r egion . Nalan da, India ’s
an cien t center  of lea r ning, w h ich  w as fou nded m or e th an  1 ,5 00 y ear s ago,
h as on ce aga in  becom e an  edu cational center : th e Har v ar d of th e East.
Sch olar s fr om  Kabu l and Sam ar kh an d, Jakar ta  and Hanoi, Seou l, Beijin g ,
an d New  Delh i once aga in  flood to Nalan da.

In  contr ast  to th e geopolit ica l ca lm  in  A sia , Eu r ope is now  a  t ir ed, old
continent th at  cow er s befor e th e Islam ic r enaissance. Each  t im e th e A r ab
Leagu e m eets, Eu r ope fear s th at  new  dem an ds cou ld be im posed on  it  to
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open  its societies to Mu slim  m igr ants. In  th e face of an  aging  popu lation ,
Eu r ope h as a lr eady  “ im por ted”  1 00 m illion  y ou ng Middle Easter n  Mu slim s;
th ey  ar e th e r egion ’s m ost dy nam ic and econom ica lly  pr odu ctiv e
popu lation . Still,  despite sev er a l h igh -lev el Ch r istian–Islam ic dia logu es,
th e m illennia-old div ision  betw een  th e tw o civ iliza tion s and th eir
popu lations con tinu es.

Tor n  betw een  its Pa cific and A tlantic destin ies, Ru ssia  fina lly  decides to join
th e Eu r opean  Union  and is w elcom ed in  by  a  w or r ied Eu r ope. Decision
m akin g  no longer  r ests in  London, Par is,  and Ber lin . In stead,  th e Moscow –
Ber lin  ax is dom in ates. Th e Br it ish , like th e Por tu gu ese, can  bar ely
r em em ber  th at  th ey  once r u led a  g lobal em pir e.

Th e only  consolation  th e Br it ish  h av e is th at  English  h as becom e th e
com m on  langu age of th e Eu r opean  Union, th e A fr ican  Union , th e
A ssociation  of Sou th east  A sian  Nations (A SEA N), an d th e Centr a l A sian
Cau cu s. With  th e En glish  langu age com es a  com m on set  of v a lu es
concer ning  h ow  nations an d societies sh ou ld beh av e tow ar d one anoth er .
Th e pr inciples of th e UN Ch ar ter  and th e Univ er sa l Declar ation  of Hu m an
Righ ts h av e becom e tr u ly  u niv er sa lized. Th e w or ld becom es a  m or e
“ civ ilized”  place.

In  2 03 5 , th e US Con gr ess decided to adopt tw o officia l langu a ges: Spanish
an d English . Th is fa cilita tes th e nom ina tion  of th e gr eat  gr a ndson  of Fidel
Castr o as secr etar y  of sta te in  2 04 0. He h as tw o m ajor  ch a llen ges befor e
h im : r ising  dem ands fr om  Latin  A m er ica  for  th e United States to join  th e
Latin  A m er ican  Fr ee Tr ade A ssociation ,  and an  equ ally  pr essing  dem and to
join  th e gr eater  A sia n  sph er e of peace an d pr osper ity . Th e n a tion ’s st ill-
gr ow ing Hispanic-A m er ican  popu lation  dem ands closer  t ies w ith  Latin
A m er ica , w h ile econ om ic logic r equ ir es th e United States to plu g  in to A sia
an d av oid fu r th er  g lobal declin e. In  fr u str ation , Fidel Castr o IV  cancels a ll
tr ips to Eu r ope, ca lling  th em  a  tota l w aste of t im e. Only  th e assistan t
secr etar y  of sta te for  Eu r ope v isits Eu r opean  capita ls.

In  A fr ica , Niger ia  an d Su dan  h av e br oken  in to sev er a l sta tes, w h ile
Eth iopia , Tanzan ia ,  and Gh ana  h av e becom e su ccess stor ies. A  r ecent w av e
of inv estm ent fr om  Ch ina  and India  h as fu eled th e econom ic expansion  of
sev er a l su b-Sah ar an  sta tes. Most m oder n  A fr ican  leader s w er e edu cated in
A sian  u niv er sit ies, a nd th ey  look to th e East  as th ey  m ake th eir  plan s for
th e fu tu r e. Th e pr esident of Sou th  A fr ica  pr oposes a  n ew  In dian  Ocean  zone
of pr osper ity ; as a  fir st  step, Sou th  A fr ica  and Indon esia  set  u p a  fr ee-tr ade
ar ea  th at  r ev iv es h istor ica l m ar it im e links.
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Global leader s ar e n ow  pr im ar ily  concer ned w ith  tr u ly  g loba l ch a llen ges.
Th er e ar e no m or e dou bts abou t th e dan ger s of g loba l w ar m ing. Th e
Maldiv es h as disappear ed ben eath  th e sea  and New  Or leans h as abandon ed
its dikes. New  diseases r u sh  acr oss th e plan et. In  r esponse to th e need for
enligh ten ed g lobal leader sh ip, th e leader s of Ch in a  and In dia  h av e
conv en ed a  con fer en ce to plan  a  new  g lobal ar ch itectu r e, declar ing  th at
th e UN str u ctu r e, da ting  to 1 9 4 5 , h as becom e tota lly  ou tdated. Th ey
com m it th em selv es to cr eatin g  a  new  g lobal or gan ization  by  2 04 5 .

In  a  n ew  v er sion  of th e UN Secu r ity  Cou ncil (UNSC), th e w or ld agr ees th at
each  r egion  sh ou ld h av e one per m anent seat  (w ith  lim ited a nd con tr olled
v eto pow er s) an d th at  on ly  Ch ina , India , and th e United Sta tes w ill h av e
u nlim ited v eto pow er s. Th e r egions v ested w ith  v eto pow er s in  th e UNSC
ar e th e A fr ican  Union, A SEA N+4 , th e Eu r opean  Union, th e A r ab Leagu e,
th e Latin  A m er ican  Union , an d th e Cen tr a l A sian  Cau cu s (inclu din g
Tu r key  an d Ir an). Th e cou ncil now  h as 9  per m anen t m em ber s (in stead of
1 5 ); th is new  cou ncil declar es its deter m ination  to pu t g loba l issu es ah ead
of r egion al an d nation al in ter ests. Th e UN Gener a l A ssem bly  becom es a
tr u e g lobal par liam ent, w ith  each  cou n tr y  r epr esented by  th r ee v otes: th e
gov er n m en t, civ il society , and th e pr iv ate sector . Major ity  decisions m u st
be adopted by  m ajor it ies in  a ll th r ee sector s. Th e UN a lso cr eates a  new
Cou ncil of Civ iliza tion s to pr om ote u nder standin g  acr oss civ iliza tions.

Wester n  u niv er sit ies now  com plem ent th e stu dy  of th e gr ea t  Gr eek an d
Rom an th in ker s w ith  th ose fr om  Ch ina , In dia , an d th e Islam ic w or ld. Th e
A sian  u niv er sit ies do th e sam e. Th e m en ta l fr am ew or k of th e w or ld’s g lobal
elite is no longer  dom inated by  Wester n  th inker s. Instead, w h en  th ey  m eet,
th e w or ld’s leader s a lso speak of th e ca liph ates and th e Mu gh al r u ler s, th e
Tang dy n asty , an d th e gr eatness of Gen gh is Kh an.

Th ese g lobal dev elopm ents lead to th e ev entu a l disappear ance of in ter state
w ar s. Minor  dom estic insu r gencies per sist  in  th e w eaker  sta tes, bu t th ese do
not th r eaten  g loba l peace and stability .  Th e w h ole w or ld is m esm er ized by
th e pr ospect  of a  g ia nt aster oid cr ash ing  to Ear th  in  2 05 0, dr aw ing
h u m anity  aw ay  fr om  loca l or  ev en  nation al focu ses. A ll th is leads to a
gr eater  sen se of com m on h u m anity , w ith  a ll civ iliza tions an d societies
declar ing  th at  th ey  sh ou ld focu s on  th eir  fu tu r e su r v iv a l,  n ot  past  discor ds.
Nation al anth em s a r e don e aw ay  w ith  in  fav or  of one com m on  ode to
h u m anity . Th e su r v iv a l of th e h u m an  r ace an d planet Ear th  becom e th e
nu m ber  one pr eoccu pation  of a ll h u m an ity , and a ll past  div isions now
seem  str ange and ir r elev ant.
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