
Bloomberg Printer-Friendly Page http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=20670...

1 of 2 Friday 07,August,2009 05:09 PM



Mahbubani Says China has `World's Most Meritocratic' Government
Share | Email | Print | A  A A

By Ranjeetha P akiam

June 16 (Bloomberg) -- Kishore Mahbubani, dean of the National Univers ity of Singapore's  Lee
Kuan Yew School of P ublic  P olicy says  C ommunis t P arty-run C hina has  emerged as  a model of
good governance and it shouldn't be pushed to become more democratic  immediately.

Mahbubani spoke to reporters  at the World Economic  Forum on Eas t A s ia in Kuala Lumpur.

``Because C hina is  run by the C ommunis t P arty of C hina, people don't realize that C hina today
has  the most meritoc ratic  government in the world. There are people who are selec ted to work
as  mayors , to serve as  vice-minis ters , who are highly qualified and are of a much higher degree
of competence than their counterparts  in A merica or Europe, but no one pays  attention to that,
and that's  shocking.

``In A merica unfortunately, s tandards  of governance are deteriorating. A merica provides  now
many models  of incompetence. So we must learn that in some areas , we are now quite advanced
and doing better than them, and in fac t, it's  time for them to come and learn from us .

``In the long run, all soc ieties  have to become democratic , there is  no doubt about the long
term des tination. T he only ques tion is  the route and if you can trans form yourself and become a
democracy overnight.

``C an someone show that if C hina goes  democratic  tomorrow, it'll be better off? I t may not be
better off, and therefore it's  better for a gradual evolution. So it's  a mis take for the West to say
that all A s ian soc ieties  should become democratic  tomorrow. A nd that would be a very
dangerous  presc ription for s tates .''

O n Fuel P rice Demonstrations  in Malays ia:

``I  think demonstrations  are a s ign of democracy. Someone once told me in the old days  when
50,000 miners  went on s trike in the U .K., the country carried on, democrac ies  handle
demonstrations , but when 5 ,000 miners  went on s trike in P oland, the sys tem collapsed. So
when you have demonstrations , it's  a s ign that your country can handle dis turbances .

``Frankly, the conventional wisdom is  that the recent elec tion showed that there is  s trong
democracy in Malays ia.''

T o contac t the reporter on this  s tory: Ranjeetha P akiam in Kuala Lumpur at
rpakiam@bloomberg.net
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